OONFIDENTIAL.} REPORT (No. 2 of 1882. 


ON 


NATIVE PAPERS 


FOR THE 


Week ending the 14th January 1882. 


LIST OF NEWSPAPERS. 


No. Names of newspapers. Place of publication. = com fled Dates of pepers a examined 
BENGALI. 
Monthly. 
l ‘¢ Bharat Shramaj ivi’’ o" vee «+ | Calcutta Ber 2,100 
9 |* Gramvarta Prakashika ’ ei ve Comercolly ees 175 
Fortnightly. 
3 | Sansodhini” ow eee -«- | Chittagong iw 600 
4% | Purva Pratidhwani”’... Sei of Ditto ae eS 
‘ Weekly. 
5y: ‘* Ananda Bazar Patriks = vee cee Calcutta sin 700 Ind January 1882. 
nie Arya Darpan ” "= stain ror Ditto eee 000 s00 13th ditto. 
- “Bangabasi” ses ans 1 Ditto see eunsie 7th ditto. 
8: ’ Bharat Bandhu eee vache nies Ditto eee @eeece 10th ditto. 
‘¢ Bharat Mihir ws ons ‘e+ | Mymensing ove 671 | 3rd ditto. 
‘¢ Bengal Advertiser’ __... on > | Calcutta we 2,000 
ls “* Bardwan Sanjivani” vt ‘a «> | Burdwan 296 | 3rd & 10th January 1882. 
“12 |“ Chaéruvarta” vee ee -«+ | Sherepore, Mymensing seneee 2nd January 1882. 
13. | ** Dacca Prakash’ os ves > | Dacca 350 8th ditto. 
14 " Dit a : sn eee seeig _— Calcutta eee eeeece } 
15 | ‘Education Gazette... née > | Hooghly ie 745 113th ditto. 
16 |“ Halisahar Prakashika”... .. «| Calcutta sees 7th ditto. 
‘ | Hindu Ranjika’ soo = eee oe | Beauleah, Réjshébye... 200 | llth ditto. 
.~ 18 |“ Medini’”’ ot ove one Midnapore ian rae "th ditto. 
} 19 es Murshidabad Patrik& see ees Berhampore aay 487 6th ditto. 
20 | ** Murshidabad Pratinidhi” sie si Ditto a Pe 
21 | ** Navavibhakar’’ ‘ian oe -- | Calcutta a 850 Qnd _sditto. 
22 | ** Paridarshak ”’ ee ine | Sylhet a pee lst ditto. 
23 | ** Pratikér”’ oes oT +> | Berhampore wie 275 


24 “e Rajshahye Samvad 2s ase eee eve Beaulea Pree 
25 | ‘*Rungpore Dik Prakash « see | Kakinié, Rungpore ... 250 |12th ditto. 


26 | ** Sadharani”’ ais oo -»> | Chinsurah a 500 Sth ditto. 
27 ‘| ** Sahachar”’ cee ve «> | Calcutta 500 4th ditto. 
28 | * Som Prakash ”’ oi wi +» | Changripotté 24-Perghs. wai 9th _ ditto. 
29 |‘ Sudhakar” — tee eee wee | Mymensing eee scans 
30 | ** Sulabha Samachar es a - | Calcutta ‘i 4,000 7th ditto. 
31 | ** Srihatta Prakash ” is “ - | Sylhet ca 440 
32 | ** Tripura bicecue ae a --» | Commillah ae a 
at 
33 | ** Samvad Prabhiker™ ia vas -» | Calcutta sais 700 | 7th to 12th January 1882. 
34 |‘ Samvad Purnachandrodaya” ... eee | Ditto is 200 
35 | ‘* Samachar Chandrika’”’ sai | Ditto ‘ion 625 9th to 18th ditto. 
36 | ‘* Banga Vidya Prakaéshik&’’ __.., «| Ditto we 600 | 9th & llth ditto. 
37 | *§ Prabhati”’ a «- | Ditto ne eee 9th to 14th ditto. 
38 | ‘Samachar Sudahbarsan ” ‘on | Ditto a iene 
ENGLISH aND Urpv. 
Weekly. 
39 | ‘* Urdu Guide” ee vi | Ditto ‘ais 365 | 7th January 1882. 
HInp1. | 
Weekly. 
40 | ** Behar Bandhu” + sess wee | Bankipore, Patna _... 600 | 5th ditto. 
41 | “Bharat Mitra’’ wis ‘oe eee | Calcutta ae 500 5th ditto. 
42 |‘ Sar Sudhaénidhi”’ ee we 200 | 9th ditto. 
43 | ‘*Uchit Bakta” we edn .» 1 Ditto one bi 7th ditto. 
PERSIAX. 
Weekly. ) | 
44 | ** Jam-Jahan-numa ” sui ee »» | Ditto a 250 6th ditto, 
Urpv. 
Weekly 
45 | ** Akhbar-i-Darussaltanat” a | Ditto oe saikieila llth ditto. 
ASSAMESE. 
Monthly.. 
46 | ‘* Assam Vilasini”’ i o | Sibsagar oe iscand 
| Urrya. | 
Weekly. 
47 66 Utkal Dipiké " eee een eee Cuttack ke eeeeee 
| Hinpi. 
Monthly. 


“‘ Kshatriya Patriké” __... es | Patna eee 


PARIDARSHAK, 
January ist, 1882. 


PaRipaRenax. 


PARIDARSHAK, 


PaRIDARSHAK. 


Cuaku VARTA, 
January 2nd. 1882. 


Cuarnv VarRTa. 


Coaku VaRTA. 


[= 7 
Pusrtic ADMINISTRATION. 


Tue Paridarshak, of the 1st January, thanks Lord Ripon for expres- 
sing himself in favour of abolishing imprison- 
ment for debt, The practice of throwing 
debtors into prison is a barbarous one, and ought to be done away with. 

2. The same paper strongly deprecates the proposal said to be in favour 
with Government, to repeal the cotton duties 
and impose an income-tax. The former is 
a perfectly harmless impost, whereas the 
latter, if it is levied, will press severely upon the people of India. 

8. In its columns of local news, the same paper asks Government and 

the Deputy Commissioner of Sylhet to make 
note Sylhet, police hospital: treat- oy enquiry regarding the death of Kissor 
Sinha, a police constable, which event took 
place recently in the local police hospital. The lditor is informed that 
the deceased caught fever while on a visit to Cachar on duty, and that, on 
his return, he repeatedly sought admission into the hospital, but was refused. 
A friend at length took him to the house of Dr. Matthews, the Civil Surgeon, 
and informed that officer of what had occurred. The doctor treated them 
very rudely. In fact he pulled the ears of the deceased constable’s companion, 
and told him to take the sick person to the hospital. The disease in the 
meantime had taken a serious turn. The poor man died a few hours 
after his admission into the hospital. ‘The writer observes that com- 
plaints are frequently made that Dr. Matthews is often rude to his 
patients. 

4. A correspondent of the same paper directs the attention of Govern- 
ment to the rapacity of zemindars in Sylhet. 
While Government levies from them a local 
rate of one anna for every acre of land, the zemindars in their turn levy from 
ryots, besides the legitimate rents, asum of nine to ten annas per acre on 
account of this land tax. This causes great hardship to poor ryots. 

5. The Chdru Varid, of the 2nd January, contains an article headed 

iii ii “ Treland and India.” The writer begins by 
toEngland referring to the bond of sympathy which binds 
India and Ireland together. Both are subject 

to England. There is, however, this difference between the Indian and Irish 
peoples, that whereas the former are grateful to England to a degree which is 
rarely noticed among asubject nation, the latter are always discontented. The 
people of India are content with their present political condition, and their 
gratitude knows no bounds when any favours, however small, are conferred 
upon them. The people of Ireland, on the contrary, will not apparently be satis- 
fied with anything short of homerule. The feeling with which these nations 
accept the fact of their respective political condition being different, the treat- 
ment accorded to each by the ruling race is also different. Ireland, ever dis- 
satisfied, is obtaining concessions, owing to which she is gradually taking a 
high place among civilized nations, while loyal and contented India pines 
in neglect. To the voiceless, England is close-fisted. England is chary 
of conferring her favours upon those that would gratefully acknowledge them. 
6. The same paper is gratified to learn from the Director’s Report for 
Staisilin Deiat Gece 1880-81 that education made great progress 
last year. ‘The writer remarks that Govern- 

ment should be more liberal than at present in the matter of high education. 
7. ‘he same paper is glad to notice that Lord Ripon has taken into 
Saipitsisinnias tek dat consideration the subject of imprisonment 

| for debt. The Editor advocates the exemp- 
tion of all female debtors, and of the males only in those cases in which 


Imprisonment for debt. 


The cotton duties and an income- 
tax. 


The rapacity of zemindars in Sylhet. 


( ll ) 


the decree-holder fails to satisfy the court as to the existence of dishonesty 
on the part of the debtor. 
8 Tine Navavibhékar, of the 2nd January, quotes figures from the Patchy wag 
last report of the Director of Public Instruc- manny 
tion, to show that there is very little ground 
for the exultation with which both the Lieutenant-Governor and his educa- 
tion minister have dwelt upon the spread of education during last year. 
There has been really but a small increase in the number of schools. The 
increase pointed out by Mr. Croft is entirely a fictitious one and only shows 
. his skill in classifying schools. 
9. The same paper deprecates the proposal to raise the collegiate and =‘ Navavmpsaxan. 
. - schooling fees in Bengal. If it is carried 
he ene, mereae collegiate an" out the interests of high education will be 
seriously injured. The guardians of pupils 
who receive instruction in Government colleges and schools are mostly 
men of very moderate means, and find great difficuliy in paying the fees of 
the boys under their charge. If the entertainment of additional professors is 
really necessary in colleges, the funds should be raised by some other means. 
10. The same paper, in an article headed ‘“ District Boards,” Navavisaasas. 
iis Sil makes certain observations as to the powers 
| which should be conferred upon them. These 
bodies do not at present find themselves able, owing to the inordinate love 
of authority shown by Officials, to exercise even the small powers with 
which they are vested by law. What is required, therefore, is that district 
boards should be given powers for undertaking the construction of local 
works of public utility, and that, in the discharge of this duty, they 
should have perfect independence. No one would for a moment claim that 
Government should confer magisterial powers on these bodies, or the 
power of making political treaties with foreign princes. There would 
be thus no probability of an abuse of authority on their part. The 
claim that is now urged on their behalf is a reasonable one, and Govern- 
ment would not suffer by recognizing it. It seems Government is 
not prepared to entrust anything except the management of (1) 
local public works, (2) educational affairs, (8) conservancy, and (4) 
charitable medical institutions, to the local boards. Now this is not a 
sufficiently liberal scheme. The people already possess some voice as regards 
the subjects marked as (1), (2), and (4), they would not, therefore, if 
this scheme were carried out, gain anything particularly new by it. If 
Lord Ripon really desires to confer the benefit of local self-government 
upon the people of this country, they should be entrusted with the manage- 
_ ment of other and additional affairs. As to the departments of work which 
it 1s proposed to make over to district boards, it is necessary that Govern- 
ment should define the duties of the boards in relation thereto, point out 
the sources from which the necessary funds are to be raised, and lay down 
rules fixing the relations that should subsist between itself and these local 
bodies; in other words, there should be a sense of responsibility, power, and 
independence on the part of the district boards. Their action should not 
be always interfered with, and they should have power as to the appoint- 
ment and dismissal of their own officers. 


11. The same paper fears that the state of affairsin Burmah may  Navavmacaz. 
eee ne - become worse, and eventually make armed 

a +. 
India. St SC ~Ssntterference on the part of the Government 


7 _ Of India a necessity. The people of India 
cannot think of the contingency without anxiety, as a war with Burmah 


only means a war carried on with their blood and treasure. The only ground 
of hope is that Lord Ripon is a peace-loving man, and that he will 


Education Report for 1880-81. 
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NAVAVIBHAKAR, 
January 2nd, 1882. 


ee 


endeavour to maintain peace. It is the attitude of the merchants that causes 
anxiety. The writer counsels moderation and patience, and observes that, 
inutead of resorting to denunciation and reproof, which could only have 
the effect of increasing the hostility of Burmah, Government should in this 
matter proceed with caution. 


12. The same paper refers to the judgment of the High Court in 
Mr. Sharp and the Brahmo proces. the case brought by the leaders of the Bogra 


sion of Bogra. Brahmo Samaj against Mr. Sharp as one 


Amanba HKatar 
PaTRIKA, 


January 2nd, 1882. 


Ananda BazaB 
PaTRIKa. 


KHUBDWAN SANJIVARSI, 
January 3rd, 1882. 


which will create a dangerous precedent. The extensive powers already 
possessed by magisterial officers will now become practically unlimited.( 
It is not the particular case of Mr. Sharp, but the interpretation put upon 
section 466 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, that causes anxiety. The 
Editor does not see how, in the face of the evidence adduced by the 
plaintiffs, the High Court could regard the action of Mr. Sharp towards 
them as one which was taken in the discharge of his duty as a public 
officer. 


13. The Ananda Bazar Patrikad, of the 2nd January, contains an 
Magisterial highhandedness, andthe article headed “ The English also are men 
views of the people of India. like ourselves.” The writer observes that 
at one time Europeans in this country, particularly the indigo-planters, 
were so much feared by the people, that they were supposed to belong 
to an order of beings higher than men. This notion prevailed for a long 
time, and disappeared only when the oppressions committed by the planters 
had become so powerful as to lead their victims to turn round against them. 
Mavisterial officers were even more feared than the planters. But they also, 
by committing repeated acts of highhandedness, have ceased to be looked 
upon as superior beings. The people now regard them as men like, 
themselves, swayed by those feelings and passions which move themselves. 
The Editor then refers to certain highhanded acts of Messrs. Beames, 
Magrath, Price, and Sharp. 


14, The same paper publishes what purports to bea report of a meeting 
of the Lancashire merchants, the Anglo- 
Indians, and the Secretary of State for India, 
held in the India Office in Downing street. The merchants are described 
as peremptorily demanding the repeal of the cotton duties, no matter what 
the effect of such a step on Indian finances might be; the Anglo-Indians 
as expressing their determination not to pay an income-tax; while Lord 
Hartington is described as vainly endeavouring to conciliate both 
parties. 


15. The Burdwan Sanjtvant, of the 8rd January, remarks that the 
people of India are gradually finding out that 
they had expected from the Liberals more 
than they should have expected. They now perceive that, as far as India 
is concerned, both Liberals and Conservatives are alike. It is England alone 
that benefits by the rise or fall of any one of these parties which equally 
seek to promote her interests, and would not for this purpose even shrink 
from injuring any other country if that became necessary. England has 
done much for India, but a great deal still remains to be done. The 
Knglish people are, however, indifferent to this matter, and are only anxious 
to promote their own interests. The writer then refers to the proposal 
to repeal the cotton duties, and remarks that if it were adopted, there 
would result a large loss of revenue, which must be made good by means 
of additional taxation. Another consequence of this step would be the 


ruin of the newly-established cloth-mills of India. Both results would 
be deplorable. | 


Lord Hartington on the cotton duties. 


The cotton duties. 
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16. Correspondents of the same paper direct the attention of "ca os 
Government to the prevalence of malarious 
fever among the inhabitants of Pemra, Jay- 

krishnapore, and many other villages in the Burdwan district. These places 

abound in jungle, are water-logged, and have no roads. 

17. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 8rd January, deprecates the proposal passat Mine, 
which is said to be favoured by Government, J*avsry 3rd, 1882. 
| to increase the scope of the present license- 
tax by enhancing the rates and bringing many classes, who have not 

yhitherto paid any tax, within its purview. After blaming the Secretary 

/of State, Lord Ripon, and Major Baring for listening to the inter- 
ested representations of Manchester, the Editor proceeds to observe that 
Government will not, by simply dropping the name of income-tax, be able 
to make the new measure popular. On the contrary, if a new tax must be 
imposed, a general income-tax would be preferable. ‘The present license- 
tax should in that case be repealed. 

18. The same paper observes, in reference to the recently-published views — Brasar Mine. 
of the Government of India as to the duties 
of an Agricultural Department, that the ideal 
set forth is so vast, and will require so much time and labour for its realization, 
while India is so poor, and famines are of so frequent recurrence, that one 
almost dispairs of success. The whole scheme will prove very costly. It 
is therefore to be hoped that Government will adopt cheap. and practical 
measures for promoting the condition of agriculture in this country. 

19. A correspondent of the Sahachar, of the 4th January, dwells = sasscuas, 
upon the prevalence of bribery in moonsiffs’ Jay 4th, 1882. 
: courts. The ministerial officers are all hard 
worked, but receive low salaries, while they find it necessary to maintain a 
respectable style of living. ‘They are thus obliged to supplement their 
slender incomes by illegal gratifications. Government is asked to grant 
them an increase of salary. © 

20. The Bangabdsi, of the 7th January, is opposed to the proposal to —Baxeanasr, 

3 raise the rate of fees paid by boys in the ‘*™y 7 182. 
we of collegiate and school- schools and colleges in these provinces. This 
will, if adopted, injure the interests of high 


Malarious fever in Burdwan. 


An Income-tax. 


-~ 


The Agricultural Department. 


The Amlah in Moonsiffs’ Courts. 


education. 


21. A correspondent of the Sulabha Samachar, of the 7th January, sorsem sawacmar, 
Mr. Good, the Port Officer of Otices acase of assault committed on the ay 7th, 1882. 
Chittagong, anda recent Brahmo pro members of a peaceful and authorized Brahmo 
were procession in Chittagong by Mr. Good, the 
local Port Officer. The case is sub judice, Mr. Good being the complainant. 
22. The Sddhdrani, of the 8th January, regrets to have to notice that — sanmanasr, 


sa . ; | 
saieccicilladaiadiaas in his resolution on the last annual report of  Jsnusry éth, 1882 
the Director of Public Instruction, the Lieute- 
nant-Governor has expressed himself in favour of increasing the rate 


of collegiate and schooling fees. If this is done, the progress of high educa- 
tion will be seriously checked. Considering the knowledge which His Honor 
possesses of the pecuniary resources of the middle classes in Bengal, it is 
not clear why he has made such a proposal. 
23. ‘The same paper contains a long article dwelling upon the incon- = s«panam. 
” _ venience to which native passengers on 
a ere aes Te railways are aE * a the 


: carelessness and discourtesy of the subordinate 
railway officials. These latter frequently treat the passengers with rudeness, 


and violate with impunity the rules framed by the Company for the conve- 
nience of the public. The attention of Government is invited to the subject. 


( 14 ) 


Som Paaxasn, h, of the 9th January, has read with gratification 
January Oth, 1882. cellardpetnindy the orders of the Government of India regard- 
Ths peiating of Government came. ing the printing of forms used in Government 
offices at private presses. The Editor, however, does not see why private 
parties should find it difficult to undertake the work at rates lower than 
those charged for by the Government press. Being placed on an equal 
footing in other respects, such, for instance, as the cost of labour, materials, 
-&c., private parties have one great advantage in their favour, namely, 
the circumstance that they are not required to pay the high salaries which . 
Government grants to its officers in the printing department. Why, in spite’ 
of this advantage, private presses should find it hard to compete with the 
Government press, it is not easy to see. It may be asked in this connection 
whether, in calculating the cost incurred by Government in its own press, 
the item regarding the high salaries paid to the printer and others has been 
taken into account. The whole subject, it is remarked, should be dealt 
with by somebody who had no concern with the Government Central Press. 
Som Paaxasu, 25. The same paper observes that chowkidari chakran lands should 
be exempted from assessment with the road 
cess. The profits of these lands are but the 
salaries which the chowkidars enjoy for performing their services. 
rom. Seka, 26. The same paper, in another article, dwells upon the oppressions 
with which the working of a direct tax is 
always attended in this country. The writer 
condemns the license-tax, deprecates the proposal to impose an income-tax, 
and ends by asking Government to repeal all direct taxes, and in their 
stead impose a tax on Manchester piece-goods. The wealthy Lancashire 
merchants could easily pay such a tax. If this were done, the price of ‘ 
Manchester piece-goods would of course rise, but the people of Indid 
would not feel this as a burden. 
Som PRaxasn. 27. The same paper deprecates the proposal to abolish the sub-divi- 
sional office at Barripore. Such a step, if 
os gee, Barripore sub-division in the adopted, will lead to an increase of crime in 
ergunnahs, A 
that part of the country, and make it extremely 
inconvenient for the inhabitants to obtain justice. They willin that case have 
to come to Calcutta, and this will always mean increased trouble and expense. 
Som Paxson. 28. The same paper, while expressing its gratitude to Government 
3 for the recent rule authorizing the despatch 
oa for news- by post of newspapers bearing one-pice 
stamps, regrets to have to notice that the 
benefit conferred upon the public is but incomplete, owing to the fact 
that only papers not exceeding three ¢olahs in weight can be despatched 
in this way. The writer prays that the privilege should be extended to all 
papers which, under the present rule, have to pay half-anna postage stamps. 
29. Prabhdti, of the 9th January, notices with regret that the Assam 


Sin Aenea Mikecadial, hak Emigration Bill has been passed into law in 


ss spite of the protests of the British Indian 
Association and of almost all native newspapers. No one of course ever 


doubted the good intentions of Lord Ripon. What is objectionable is that 

the measure has been so framed as to allow no loophole of escape to the 
oor cooly who may have once fallen into the trap. The writer earnestly 
opes that the fears of those that opposed the Bill will never be realized. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, ma. & B.L., 
Bengalt Translator. 


Chowkidari chakran lands. 


The license-tax. 
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BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 14th January 1882. 
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